A TRUE and FAITHFUL 


ELATION. 


Of the late Dreadful Fire at 


Northampton, 


BEGINNING 


On Mundy the 2oth of this Inſtant September; 
about 9, of the Clock, and continuing till the 
next —— OIX 2 Clock, in which time. che 
greatelt part of the Town, with the Church 

of St, Allballows and the Market-Croſs, were 
conſumed to Aſhes, together with moſt of the 
Inhabitants goods lodg'd in the Church , and | 
near the ſaid Croſs, + 
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A TRUE and faithful ACCOUNT 


of the late 
DREADEFUL FIRE 
AT 
NORTHAMPTON, 


Beginning on Munday the 20, of this Taſtant September 
at 9. of the Clock, aud conttuming till the morrow fin 
4 Check, in which ttane the greateſt part of the Towh, 
with the Church of St, Allhallows, and the Mayfet- 
croſs was couſumed to Aſbes z together with moft of the + 


Tnhatytants Goods ladg'd in the Church and: near the 
{* ſaid Croſs, | | 


|| Hope I need not, and I am ſure Ido nat all & 


light in recallingto mind the calamitoustriumphs 
ofthe ſad and ruinous Elements of fire. Alt thar 
were not coficern'd remember with 'amazentent, 

and all rharwete remember with ſorrow the od f 
ects 
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feAsof it, in Londox the Famous Metropolis of this 


rifhing Kingdom, whercia the, g well pare 
Teal noe Tay the whole) ration fufor': 
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tlay th for'd; 
this I mengio! ealy the byy and: be@uſe upon 
ſuch anoccaſion [ could nor poſibly avoid it, 
Northampton, the Tragical [(ubjet of my ptclent dil- 
courle, was a Town of thit emminence, that it would 
2pppr veryjimp-rcinent, to defcribe, or which is a}l 
one to Commend ir, 2 Town ſo well known, and re- 
forted to for its Trade, 'ſh beloved for its ſcituation, 
and fo emminent for its beauty, that to enlarge my 
ſelf inthecommetndation of it would ſeem every way 
1mpertinent,* therefore I ſhill ſay no more of it then 
what 1s in order to the myſcrable calamity thar hath 
tately befallen it. | Obes | ——__ 

On Munday the anc and twentcrh day of this Inſtant 
September, 2bout noon happened tn it a, moſt dread{u] 
Fire in September,thar FataF Month in which began that 
never to be forgotten deſtrufion of this moſt glorious 
City ; of which remarkable judsment; none: that ever 
befel the Nation, of this kind, could be: a more exact 


by 


+paralle], for (befides that itbegan in the ſame month) 


m.theftrangenefs of irs original, the ſuddenneſs. of its 
ruin, and in proportioa the - extent of it's defolation 
I think I may ſay. it exceeded: I am ſure it equall'd ir 
in the deplorablencſs of it's conflagration. All that 
knew Northampton, knew. it to be 0 edtions, compact, - 
and gforious Thwn, admitable for it's Narelinefs of 
Nirucare, and dimeptions of the Y55fs oleh: wee 
MT IM allmo 
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 allmoftall confumed by this Tiranons Element within 
rhe ſpace ofthirty-hours!” © ts © -? 

The Fire began as I have faid about 9. a clock near 
the Caltle ar the'weſtiend of "the Town at a thatch'd 
houſe in Se, Mary ſtrect, and though people areapt up- 
on ſuch ſad occaſions te attribute the original to mal. 
lice, revengeer ſome ſecondary cauſe, yer Wrioaleds 
God Almighty was the ſupefintetidene, and next after 
him, poſtbly the: fiegle@otſome perſon or other in the 
poor womans houſe where the Fire began might oc- 
caſion it, We maay-all remember upon that daythe wind 
was very high, andwe cannot but be ſenſible that the 
ſeaſon hath not been ſo drytor many: years paſt, So'thar 
though at-noon day-the Flame could not but be eaſily 
diſcovered, and as 4 man would have thought, ſup- 
prefled, yet upon the concurrance. of theſe accidents it 
fo diffuſed it-ſelfas to become unquenchable, and to 
deſtroy that once famous Town, as followeth. 

The forementiened St, Mary firect is wholy conſum- 
ed quite into the horſe-market,all roundDrapery hill, 
and all Cornhil burned not a Houſe ſtanding, all St. 
Gles Street conſumed to aſhes. Burned: in' Ship. ſtreet 
as far asthe Roſe and Crown and ſemewhiat beyond}; 
Burned inBriag-Streetas far as James Baljes at the 
Sign of the threePots for twopence, only hear and there 
a houſe ſtanding, and in ſhort, ' ſo ' univerſal was the 
deſtruRion, that daviding the' Town into four parts; 
more than threeofthem are burned, for there is left 
nothing ſtanding more then the Bridg, a little - > 

out 
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nafter, and a place they call Cofton-end which 


are only the corners and as it were the out-skirtsefthe 


ſouth: 


Town...” © ::: ; IT 

The people terrified with the ſuddainneſs and nnex- 
peRtedneſs of fo dreadful & judgment were all ſtruck 
with a ſtrang horruyr and amazement not —_— 
(-poar fouls ) which wey-to avoid the {ad and diſmaill 
cfleds of it, ſome willing to preſerve their houſes, 
Covered thera with wet blanks, &ec. for white 
they .cndeavgured to ſave their houſes they loſt their 
$20gss and others, deſparing of thar,, while they en- 

eavaurcd te. preſerye. their - goods, they hafſarded 
eneir lives. But what was molt remarquable was the 
burning of the Market- Croſs which ſtood. upon Corn- 
Hill ſo far diſtant , from benſes.that in human reaſon 
it ſhould nat have been fired, but the people throng'd 
and crowded their houſel tuff about it ſo thick that at 
laſt ſome af the goods taking fire they were all burnt, 
and with them, the Craſs dawn to the ground. 

They had four Churchegof which the moſt famous 
was that 6f St, Alhollowes, ftanding as it were in the 
heart of the Town, the people taok for a ſanAua 
as well in atemparal as: a ſpiritual ſence, and-all who 
habitation were: adjacent braupht as many of their 
goods as poſibly they could-thither,. buralas we fee by 
woſull experience that, this! clenient ſpares nor even 


thoſe ſanRify'd houſes purmakes them urns t6chem- 
ſelyes as they-are to thedecealed : and fa. it was here, 
forthe ſeizing on it burn'd nottheChurch'ir ſelf; but = 

that 
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that wa$imit, The three offer Churches that were 
not fo conſiderable were th the temoter parts of the 
Town, ſo thar they came not within the Reach of the 
fire but ate yer ſanding us monttments of Gods mercy 
that he has yer left the *inhabirants places where they 
may make their Supplicartons to ham who is a con- 
ſuming fire. 

There are many diſcourſes among the Towns Folk 
(as I have already intimated to you) how this fre be - 
gan, and ſome will not belicve but t':at it was done by 
treachery, becauſe that at the very beginning of ir the 
Town was in a flame in ſeveral plac $ £ remote from 
the places where it was firſt diſcover'd, but ſober per 
ſons having noreaſon to ſuſpeR any ſuch malicious vil- 
lains in that neighbuur-hood , conclude the ſaddain 
ſpreading of it to beoccafioned By the thatch of the 
hovſe, blown by the violence of the Wind and on a ſud- 
dain carried into diſtant places in the Town though 
undifcerned by them in the great amazement they. 
were in, which look upon to be the ſobereſt and moſt 
rational account, that I ag yet heard on, 

And thus in ſhort I have given you the moſt «xa 
and compendious Relation of this lamentable accidc nt, 
of which I was an ey-witneſs,and in which (Iam ſure) 
I was 2 confiderable ſufferer and I have done it the ra- 
rather becauſe I have obſerved upon ſuch occaſions fo 

many falſe, or at beſt imperfeR relations to be Prirtcd 
and Publiſhed by thoſe who regard neither the ſatisfa- 


Qion ofthe people in general, nor the prejudice they 
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may de.to perſons odor in pargeoules, but Write 

any thing that they hear or fancy for.a poor inconli- 

derable gain to. themſelves, But. this I ten 

upor examination will prove to be ſo honeſt qo agc] 
ull an account, that none will re = of is 

beſtowes in reading it, or the © 


